BOOK CLUB GUIDE

References
Genesis 2:9b
“The tree of life was in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.”
Genesis 3:22-24
“Then the LORD God said, “Behold, the man has become like one of us in knowing good and
evil. Now, lest he reach out his hand and take also of the tree of life and eat, and live forever—”
therefore the L
 ORD God sent him out from the garden of Eden to work the ground from which he
was taken. He drove out the man, and at the east of the garden of Eden he placed the cherubim
and a flaming sword that turned every way to guard the way to the tree of life.”
Psalm 102:25-27
“Of old you laid the foundation of the earth, and the heavens are the work of your hands. They
will perish, but you will remain; they will all wear out like a garment. You will change them like
a robe, and they will pass away, but you are the same, and your years have no end.”

Discussion Starters
1. What’s the largest or most beautiful tree you’ve ever seen?
_______________________________________________________________________
2. What sort of creatures are Albion and Caledon? What’s their opinion of human beings?
_______________________________________________________________________
3. Who are The Three?
_______________________________________________________________________

Tidbits
Albion is the earliest-known name for the island of Britain. It was used by ancient Greek
geographers from the 4th century BC and even earlier (from Britannica.com).
Caledonia is the historical area of north Britain beyond Roman control, roughly corresponding
to modern Scotland. It was inhabited by the tribe of Caledones (from Britannica.com).

Discussion Starters
1. Was there a year in your life that made you grow up quickly? What caused it?
_______________________________________________________________________
2. How did you meet your best childhood friend?
_______________________________________________________________________
3. Who was your first love? What was it like to be around them?
_______________________________________________________________________
4. Who was your favorite boss? What did you like about them?
_______________________________________________________________________

Tidbits
Marjorie Armstrong was a homemaker until she became a widow. She’d planned to raise extra
income by assisting with spring planting at one of the farms surrounding the village. She fell and
injured her leg during her first week on the job. She’s a rather klutzy woman.
Angus and Gillian began school in 1834, before the government had made attendance
compulsory or had really begun funding or regulating schools. Most rural children received their
education at home, in parish schools, or not at all.
William Forsyth Grant, Mrs. Euretta Grant, William’s uncle Frederic, architect Edmund
Goodridge, and Rev. and Mrs. Keith are the only people in this story who existed in real life.
Below are William and Euretta’s graves, in the now overgrown family plot on the Ecclesgrieg
estate. After I took these photos, I met a tiny friendly frog. Give me a shout on Facebook and I’ll
show you a picture of him!

Discussion Starters
1. What’s your favorite drink—are you a tea or coffee person? Neither?
_______________________________________________________________________
2. What’s your most embarrassing work disaster?
_______________________________________________________________________
3. Have you ever felt pressured to change your appearance to suit others’ expectations? Was
it a good move, or do you regret doing it?
_______________________________________________________________________
4. Have you ever been forced to move to a new school, town, or country? What was the
most difficult part of the process? How did you cope?
_______________________________________________________________________

Tidbits
Coffee Villa was a real place in Vancouver, WA. It’s no longer a coffee shop, but a mobile food
truck that roams the city, still serving awesome food and fair trade coffee.
Iris loves orange mochas, which combine chocolate and orange syrups, two espresso shots,
coconut milk, and a splash of heavy cream. If you ever try one, be sure to tag her on Instagram
@thatirisjacobs and tell her what you think of her recipe!
Iris drives a white 1990 Acura Integra hatchback. It’s a nod to the author’s first car—bought with
cash, outfitted with aftermarket rims (“Caffeine” by Konig) and savored for her sweet growl and
classic awesomeness.

Can you tell I miss her?

Discussion Starters
1. Have you ever witnessed a person in authority demonstrating true humility? What about
it was most appealing? What about an authority figure who lacked humility?
_______________________________________________________________________
2. In your opinion, what makes a gift thoughtful?
_______________________________________________________________________
3. What’s your process for getting into a good work flow? What stops that process?
_______________________________________________________________________
4. Have you ever felt financially squeezed, like Angus was? Did it make you afraid to be
generous? Why? What did you do?
_______________________________________________________________________

Tidbits
The church split to which Angus and Marjorie are referring is known as The Disruption of 1843,
when the Church of Scotland split over a ten year disagreement about just how involved the
government should be when it comes to appointing church ministers.
The ministers and elders who broke away (including our own Rev. Keith) formed the Free
Church of Scotland. Even the little village of St. Cyrus had two churches for a while after 1844
for this reason.

Discussion Starters
1. Do you find it easy, or difficult to approach people who are different?
_______________________________________________________________________
2. What’s your opinion of the character Becky so far in the story?
_______________________________________________________________________
3. What’s your opinion of the character James so far in the story?
_______________________________________________________________________
4. Is it a good idea to date people you work with, in your opinion?
_______________________________________________________________________

Tidbits
The game BINGO was actually invented in Italy in 1530! It didn’t come to America until 1929,
but it was originally called “beano.”
The first All-Star basketball shoe was produced by Converse Rubber Corporation in 1917. By
1932, the “Chuck Taylor” All-Star was born. Candace owns 52 different pairs of them!
Walter received his flame-painted cane as a “job well done” gift from a prominent mobster,
subsequent to a gunshot injury in the late 80s. It was bugged, but the battery has long since died.

Discussion Starters
1. Do you have a parent, friend, or other influential person in your life who sees right
through your attempts to cover your emotions?
_______________________________________________________________________
2. Do you find it difficult to ask for, or accept help? Why?
_______________________________________________________________________
3. Do you have someone in your life who puts their trust in you? What do you do to keep
their trust?
_______________________________________________________________________
4. Whom do you miss? Have you lost a loved one, pet, or friend? Is it easier to cope when
you talk about it?
_______________________________________________________________________
5. What does it mean to you when someone says, “I love you”?
_______________________________________________________________________

Tidbits
Gillian’s favorite fish to cook are salmon and haddock, or “haddies.”
Postage stamps were first invented in Great Britain in May of 1840. The first one was black,
worth one penny, and featured the profile of 21 year old Queen Victoria.
Woodstone Hill was a real place near the village of St. Cyrus, just to the northeast of Ecclesgrieg
estate. The name appeared on maps dated from the mid 19th century.
The Fairy Mythology: Illustrative of the Romance and Superstition of Various Countries by
Thomas Keightley, published in 1833, is available to read in its entirety on Google books.

Discussion Starters
1. Have you ever been in a situation that caused you to panic? What did you do?
_______________________________________________________________________
2. Have you ever known someone too prideful to admit his/her limitations? Have you ever
been that person?
_______________________________________________________________________
3. Iris made a mistake in taking Eva Thomas at her word, even though it was neither her nor
Eva’s fault. Have you ever been in a similar situation, where you trusted the wrong
person?
_______________________________________________________________________
4. What songs connect you to good memories?
_______________________________________________________________________

Tidbits
Third Irene used to be a third grade teacher.
Fred was a real estate mogul before retiring.

Discussion Starters
1. Have you ever experienced a warning in your mind, telling you to stop what you were
doing? Where do you think the warning came from? Did you heed it? What happened as
a result of your decision?
_______________________________________________________________________
2. Do you have a friend like Patrick, who “cares enough to meddle,” as Marjorie put it? Do
you appreciate that person’s involvement in your life?
_______________________________________________________________________
3. Are you a friend like Patrick to anyone—looking out for that person and helping them
even when they don’t admit to their need?
_______________________________________________________________________
4. Ré should have retired and passed the guardianship to his son years ago. Have you ever
felt the consequences of long term neglect in your own life?
_______________________________________________________________________

Tidbits
The larger roses that Angus remembered growing in Mrs. Keith’s garden were a double flowered
Scots rose.
Shellac is made from secretions of the female lac bug, which are scraped from the bark of trees
and processed into dried flakes. (Check out wikipedia dot org for the history if you’re a nerd or
just want to be a little bit grossed out.)
A few of the effects Angus was feeling before blacking out are similar to those experienced by
fighter pilots under increased g-force. They wear specialized pressure suits or perform abdominal
exercises to help them remain conscious while in those conditions.

Discussion Starters
1. Have you ever had to swallow your pride and own up to a terrible mistake? Did it feel
better to get it off your chest?
_______________________________________________________________________
2. Do you have ancestors from Scotland, or anywhere in Europe?
_______________________________________________________________________
3. Have you ever had a medical emergency? How did you deal with your fear?
_______________________________________________________________________

Tidbits
The church “with the pointy clock tower” near the beach in St. Cyrus is now called Mearns
Coastal Parish Church. Its congregation is thriving.

Discussion Starters
1. Have you ever adopted a grandparent? What did you do together?
_______________________________________________________________________
2. What are your impressions of Will so far?
_______________________________________________________________________
3. What’s your theory so far about what really happened to Angus?
_______________________________________________________________________
4. Which modern invention do you think would be most startling to someone like Angus?
_______________________________________________________________________

Tidbits
Doris was a stewardess for Pan Am from 1961—1972. Even now, her two main talents are still
sleeping at strange times and being charming.
Rookwood Senior Home serves Stumptown coffee because that’s what Will, the head chef,
insists on ordering.

Discussion Starters
1. Have you ever felt physically threatened by someone? What did you do? Did you tell
someone?
_______________________________________________________________________
2. What’s your opinion on pets in cages? Iris didn’t mind them, but they reminded Angus
how trapped he felt. Do caged pets seem happy to you, or do they seem trapped? Is your
opinion a reflection of yourself?
_______________________________________________________________________
3. Have you ever misjudged someone because they seemed rude, but in fact they were
facing difficult circumstances?
_______________________________________________________________________

Tidbits
Fudge doughnuts are a delicacy in parts of the UK, particularly in St. Andrews! I’m kicking
myself for forgetting to get some while I was there.
Iris’s run-in with Glenn is based on an actual incident.

Discussion Starters
1. Gillian loves to wear her hair down, despite the “proper” hairstyles of her time. She
looked unique among her peers for that reason. Can you relate? How is your style unique
to you?
_______________________________________________________________________
2. Do you have a special place where you go to think and pray? Do you need to find one?
_______________________________________________________________________
3. Are you aware of God’s presence as you go through your day? Do you speak to Him as a
friend?
_______________________________________________________________________
4. What’s your theory about what’s going to happen to Gillian?
_______________________________________________________________________
5. Do you ever feel awkward around differently abled people, as Iris did? Why is that?
_______________________________________________________________________

Tidbits
The singalong in this chapter came from the actual song list at the nursing home where I worked.
And we definitely blew bubbles.
By this author’s opinion, and that of her family (including all pets), celery is literally the worst
vegetable ever.

Discussion Starters
1. What would you have done with the wood scraps? Would you have saved them as Ré
did, or would you have just burned them to be rid of them?
_______________________________________________________________________
2. Do you hang on to sentimental items to remind you of a loved one or a good memory? Is
there anything you’re holding on to that might be better enjoyed by someone else?
_______________________________________________________________________
3. Have you ever deeply hurt someone’s feelings by accident? How did you feel? How did
you make it right? Do you still need to make it right?
_______________________________________________________________________

Tidbits
The jar in this chapter is a specially designed canning jar made by Kilner, established in England
in 1842. You think Mason jars are cool? Kilner jars came first, and are way cooler. God once
sent me a message in a Kilner jar. Check out my blog at LisaRaeMorris.com for the whole story.

Discussion Starters
1. What’s your favorite thing for breakfast?
_______________________________________________________________________
2. Have you ever met a friendly person like Will, to whom you knew right away you could
be honest about your problems?
_______________________________________________________________________
3. What’s your theory so far about how Angus got to the future?
_______________________________________________________________________

Tidbits
The Ecclesgrieg Castle website actually does feature architectural salvage items for sale.

 Ecclesgrieg Castle

Discussion Starters
1. Have you ever hurt someone because you felt you needed to say more about a situation,
but in fact they needed you to drop it? How did you make it right? What did the conflict
teach you about boundaries?
_______________________________________________________________________
2. What’s your best excuse for missing work? (Besides falling into a black hole and
skipping a whole day into the future, that is.)
_______________________________________________________________________
3. Did you ever have a cool teacher like Mr. Reynolds? What impact did that person have
on your life and education?
_______________________________________________________________________

Tidbits
As you could probably tell, Clue is Charlie’s favorite board game. Although, if given the choice
between actually playing the game or eating pizza while watching the 1985 film of the same
name starring Tim Curry, she’d pick the latter every time. In the U.K., the game is called Cluedo.
It was invented in 1943.

Charlie makes a reference to the classic British sci-fi series Doctor Who in this chapter. The
series began in 1963 and continues to this day. Fans of the show are often called “Whovians.”
Charlie and Iris both consider themselves avid Whovians, and have several t-shirts to prove it.

Discussion Starters
1. What’s the best thing you’ve ever found on the beach?
_______________________________________________________________________
2. Do you enjoy waking up early, or are you more like Iris and Charlie?
_______________________________________________________________________
3. What are your thoughts on Charlie? Have you ever known anyone like her?
_______________________________________________________________________
4. As Iris reflected on her relationships with both Will and Charlie, she realized she had
allowed them to become one-sided. Do you take stock of your relationships regularly? Is
there anyone whose kindness you need to reciprocate more often?
_______________________________________________________________________

Tidbits
Angus’s favorite tea is plain old black, but Iris’s favorite is earl gray.
The Van Halen song playing in Will’s truck as he pulled in was “Can’t Stop Lovin’ You.”

Discussion Starters
1. There are a number of old Scottish funeral traditions represented in this chapter, such as
covering mirrors, stopping clocks, having a wake and a feast, turning chairs upside down,
and the manner of the funeral procession. Many of them arose from superstitions. Which
ones did you find most intriguing?
_______________________________________________________________________
2. What do you think was in the letter that Marjorie brought to the wake, addressed from
Angus to Gillian?
_______________________________________________________________________
3. Angus and Iris both collect coins. Do you have a collection?
_______________________________________________________________________

Tidbits
The author had no fewer than twenty people yell at her for killing Gillian in this chapter. She did
not apologize.

1817 George III sovereign

Discussion Starters
1. Iris took a chance telling Will her true feelings. Have you ever blurted out your real
thoughts or feelings when you normally would have hidden them? Was the outcome
good?
_______________________________________________________________________
2. Which modern invention do you think must be the most amazing to Angus?
_______________________________________________________________________
3. Do you think Iris is crazy for telling Angus she’ll get him to Scotland somehow?
_______________________________________________________________________

Tidbits
There are as many ways to make Scotch broth as there are people who make it. Every cook
brings their own flair to it.
Broken heart syndrome, also known as takotsubo cardiomyopathy, is a real heart condition
brought on by stress.

Discussion Starters
1. What do you think… if you have to cover your tracks, does that mean you’re doing
something you’re not supposed to? Should Iris rethink her snooping ways?
_______________________________________________________________________
2. Angus seems to define his sense of self by what he’s able to offer others. Losing his
livelihood and physical health had a negative impact on his self esteem. How do you find
your self worth? What might impact how you feel about yourself?
_______________________________________________________________________
3. Iris didn’t feel right grieving openly for Irene in front of Becky because she’d known her
for such a short time. In contrast, Becky was Irene’s daughter and had watched her
decline over many years. Have you ever experienced a strong emotion that you felt
compelled to hide because you were comparing your feelings to someone else’s? Do you
believe that emotions should be moderated in that way, or simply expressed as they are?
_______________________________________________________________________

Tidbits
It’s widely believed that chocolate was first discovered to be both tasty and addictive around
2000 years ago. However, it mainly came in the form of a beverage. Solid “eating chocolate”
was invented in 1847 by a man named Joseph Fry.

Discussion Starters
1. Caledon says that “every person within a certain distance is always affected when a
human life is taken before its time, in ways that are difficult to measure.” Do you believe
that’s true?
_______________________________________________________________________
2. Brennus helped create a rare, valuable stamp by carrying out his mission to switch out the
cancellation mark. This later provided much-needed help for Angus. If you could go back
in time and buy or pick up something really awesome, what would it be? For example, a
valuable coin that wasn’t rare at the time but is now? A childhood keepsake that you
regret losing?
_______________________________________________________________________
3. Why do you suppose George Washington the bulldog can see and hear Brennus, but
humans can’t?
_______________________________________________________________________

Tidbits
If this book were ever made into a film, the author has always pictured English actor Jim
Broadbent as the stamp dealer.

Example of an 1841 penny red stamp, canceled by a maltese cross.

Discussion Starters
1. Iris said that to love people well makes a person a success. Do you agree?
_______________________________________________________________________
2. Iris named her car “Daphne.” Do you name your cars or other inanimate objects?
_______________________________________________________________________
3. When Candace called at 1 a.m., Iris pretended not to know where Angus was. Is this the
same thing as outright lying? Why do you think so?
_______________________________________________________________________
4. The lady at the passport agency overlooked some fairly crucial information because
Brennus made sure she didn’t get her coffee. Is there anything like that in your life, that if
you don’t have it, you feel you can’t function at your peak? Is it actually true that you
can’t, or do you just underestimate yourself?
_______________________________________________________________________

Tidbits
European explorers were the first to coin the term “pineapple.” It meant pine cones, or the fruit
of pine trees used for reproduction. When they saw the tropical fruit, they applied the same term
because of the fruit’s resemblance to pine cones.

Baby pineapple, about the size of a pine cone, growing in Maui

Discussion Starters
1. Angus had quite the adventure on his first flight! Do you remember the first time you
flew in a plane? How did you feel?
_______________________________________________________________________
2. Angus tells Iris not to overlook seeming coincidences. Instead, he encourages her to find
the hand of God in her circumstances. Do you feel there’s such a thing as coincidences,
or is God behind those?
_______________________________________________________________________
3. While Angus is glad to see that the Jacobs family are such talented woodworkers, he’s a
bit disappointed to find out that his village moved on pretty quickly after he left. Since
his leaving led to Iris’s family legacy, was it actually meant to be?
_______________________________________________________________________

Tidbits
The airport art that Angus found so embarrassing was a stained glass mural titled “I Was
Dreaming” by artist Cappy Thompson. It’s found at the end of Concourse A at Seattle-Tacoma
International Airport.

Photo credit: Russell Johnson

“Gies a bosie” is a Scots phrase specific to a dialect around the Aberdeenshire area. It means
“gimme a hug!”

Discussion Starters
1. In this chapter, Angus has allowed his feelings of inadequacy to get so out of control that
it stops him from believing that Iris would truly want to be his friend. He even becomes
suspicious of her motives. Have you ever allowed your own insecurity to make you
suspicious of others’ sincerity? If so, what message did it send to that person?
_______________________________________________________________________
2. Do you show yourself the same kindness that you show others? If not, how come?
_______________________________________________________________________
3. Angus has a hard time accepting help because he doesn’t like to be a burden. This sounds
like humility, but it actually prevents people from experiencing the joy of giving freely to
him. Does this sound like anyone you know? Have you been guilty of this kind of
thinking in the past? How is God’s love really supposed to be shared?
_______________________________________________________________________
4. Do you believe that God has a plan for your life, or do you feel like the plan has gotten
“lost on His desk”? What do you think His plan for you is?
_______________________________________________________________________

Tidbits
When Granny Cora tells Iris she’s going out to “get the messages,” it’s a uniquely Scottish way
of saying she’s going to run errands, particularly to buy groceries.
Angus isn’t totally right about white chocolate not being chocolate… in fact, it does derive from
the same cocoa plant as its brown cousins. It’s merely cocoa butter without the cocoa nibs. In the
United States, the Food and Drug Administration requires a pure cocoa butter content of at least
20% in order for a food to be sold as “white chocolate.”

Discussion Starters
1. Darrick and Katie MacCrann love to make popcorn, tablet, and shortbread around the
holidays. What’s your favorite Christmas treat?
_______________________________________________________________________
2. If a Guardian told you the secrets of the Great Trees, would you be able to keep it to
yourself? Are you good at keeping secrets?
_______________________________________________________________________
3. In the story, God gave humans partial responsibility to look after the Great Trees, even
though they fail in big ways at times. In reality, God gives humans partial responsibility
over His kingdom on earth. Why do you suppose He does that? Why is it a good idea?
_______________________________________________________________________
4. Do you think it’s too risky to try to fix the Great Hawthorn?
_______________________________________________________________________

Tidbits
Tablet is a Scottish candy, similar in consistency to fudge, but made with condensed milk,
cream, sugar, salt, and butter (and sometimes whisky!).

Discussion Starters
1. Why do you suppose Angus is finally willing to try bananas, when he wasn’t before? Is
there something you need to get up the courage to try for the first time?
_______________________________________________________________________
2. Trust is a key theme in this chapter. How would your life be different if you didn’t have
people who trust you?
_______________________________________________________________________
3. Angus was furious at Iris for using Gillian as an excuse to get away from her
grandparents’ house. How would you have felt if you were in the same position? Was Iris
right to use any means necessary, or are certain things off-limits?
_______________________________________________________________________

Tidbits
Iris’s grandparents didn’t grow up celebrating Christmas, but they began a few modest Christmas
traditions when Iris’s father, Finn Jacobs, was young. But nowadays, when Iris comes to visit,
they do it up American style, just for her.
According to the National Records of Scotland, the Reformed Church of Scotland underwent
severe changes between 1560 and 1575, stripping away any celebrations that even remotely
resembled “superstitious” or “popish” observances. “Yule,” or Christmas, was outright banned.
Many Scottish families still held private, discreet parties, but faced public retribution for it. Most
favored Hogmanay, or New Year celebrations. It wasn’t until 1971 that Christmas was officially
recognized as a holiday in Scotland. Here’s a fascinating article on the subject:
https://blog.nrscotland.gov.uk/2018/12/10/christmas-banned-in-scotland/

Discussion Starters
1. Iris was shocked to discover that Darrick was actually D.M. Hawthorne, one of her
favorite authors. Have you ever met someone famous whom you admired? Who?
_______________________________________________________________________
2. Do you have a guess as to why the stored branches were still humming and alive?
_______________________________________________________________________
3. Iris is only beginning to realize that God exists. When she prays, most of the time it’s
because she’s afraid (which is a perfectly legitimate reason). Do you pray to God mostly
when you’re afraid, too? Or do you talk to Him more often?
_______________________________________________________________________
4. Katie said, “Putting yourself at great personal risk on behalf of someone else is a very…
Jesus thing to do.” What did she mean by that?
_______________________________________________________________________
5. What’s your favorite Christmas film?
_______________________________________________________________________

Tidbits
Darrick writes mostly in the science fiction and fantasy genres. His publisher classifies his books
as “fantasy” because they feature characters that most people don’t believe exist. (But he knows
better.)
In answer to question number 2, the pieces of wood were still full of time energy. Although
severing the branch caused a massive leak, most of the dense particles stayed sealed off within
the wood. Because no time energy was flowing, no time was passing inside the branch.

Hawthorn berries

Discussion Starters
1. What’s Iris going to do now that she’s become an old lady in the Victorian era?
_______________________________________________________________________
2. If you could dress in the clothing of a bygone era, what would you choose to wear?
_______________________________________________________________________
3. Brennus and Aimsir were there to help Angus and Iris with the precise cuts needed to
repair the tree. Psalm 91 tells us that God gives His angels charge over us, to protect us.
Have you ever experienced the protection of an angel? What happened?
_______________________________________________________________________

Tidbits
Ré MacCrann’s name has a deeper meaning. “Ré” in Gaelic is “life.” “Mac” means “son of,” and
“crann” means “tree.” Essentially, his name means “tree of life.”
Ré MacCrann was not only a Guardian, he was a gifted herbalist who knew how to utilize the
medicinal properties of local flora.
Moss has been used as first aid for centuries because of its antibacterial and absorbent properties.
Modern medicine caused it to fall out of popularity in favor of cloth bandages; however, when
supplies ran short during WWI, the Allies used it to pack wounds.

Discussion Starters
1. Can you imagine living in a world without even basic medicines like ibuprofen?
_______________________________________________________________________
2. When Iris suddenly found herself in much the same position Angus had been—lost,
elderly, without resources—she was able to relate to his emotions so much better. Is there
someone to whom you could relate better by imagining yourself in their place?
_______________________________________________________________________
3. Patrick has a gift for optimism and finding joy, even in the midst of tragedy. Do you
know someone like him? What do you think his secret is?
_______________________________________________________________________
4. Iris considered dining with Patrick and Angus as being “in the presence of greatness,”
knowing that their work would be enjoyed for over a century to come. If you could go
back in time and see any building being built, meet the workers, and watch the process,
which building would you choose and why?
_______________________________________________________________________

Tidbits
“You’re wud!” —Patrick
“Wud” is a word used predominantly in Scotland. It means “insane” or “crazy.” It was also an
alternative spelling for “wood,” giving it a special double meaning when aimed at Angus—the
perfect good-natured insult.

The speerin i s part of an old Scottish tradition in which a prospective groom is made to perform
heroic (or sometimes just undignified) tasks in order to prove himself worthy to his future
father-in-law and gain his blessing for the engagement. Gordon Mayfield knew it would annoy
Gillian, so he gave Angus a pass.

Discussion Starters
1. Why do you think that the branches Angus and Iris had chopped away from the Great
Hawthorn were smoldering and spewing foul smoke?
_______________________________________________________________________
2. Even though Angus noted that the rapid improvement in Iris’s health was a direct answer
to his prayers, Iris chalked it up to less severe circumstances. She even dismissed the
figure she saw dressed in a green cloak as just a dream. But when she finds her leg almost
fully healed, she begins to wonder. Why do you suppose she is so resistant to the
supernatural after all she’s been through?
_______________________________________________________________________
3. Do you believe in the supernatural, or do you look for other ways to explain remarkable
occurrences?
_______________________________________________________________________

Tidbits
The claddagh ring originated in Galway, Ireland in the 17th century. Although this style of ring
wasn’t popular in Scotland (it was primarily worn in Ireland), the Armstrong family had one
because Angus’s paternal grandmother was an Irish immigrant. It was given to her upon her
engagement. After her death, it went to her son John, who gave it to Marjorie. After John’s
death, the ring passed to Angus.

Victorian era sterling silver claddagh ring

Discussion Starters
1. Darrick had been part of Guardian culture for so long that he took his own understanding
for granted. He thought it odd, for example, that Iris didn’t know about guardian angels
or rapid healing as a gift from God. Is there anything that you know about God so well
that you take it for granted? Could you appreciate that wisdom in a new way by teaching
it to someone who’s never heard it?
_______________________________________________________________________
2. Darrick found new respect for his ancestor Ré when he realized the great pains he’d taken
to right his mistake. Although he’d been stubborn, he’d also been faithful. As Iris said,
“People can be many things at once.” Have you ever allowed someone else’s mistakes to
cloud your opinion of them? Have you focused so much on what they’re doing wrong
that you’ve failed to see them as a whole, complex person?
_______________________________________________________________________
3. Do you agree with Angus that smoked fish does not belong on top of pizza? What
unusual topping might Angus and Gillian have available that you think would be good
instead?
_______________________________________________________________________

Tidbits
Each of Angus and Gillian’s children was named after someone in the story, or after someone
close to the author. Sometimes both.

Discussion Starters
1. What’s the worst bout of jetlag you’ve ever endured? Where did you go?
_______________________________________________________________________
2. Does your family have any unique holiday traditions? How did they get started?
_______________________________________________________________________
3. Iris finally decides not to let her previous hurts dictate her future with Will. Have you
ever let past trauma keep you from experiencing joy in the present? What would it take
for you to take the risk again?
_______________________________________________________________________
4. Angus had three words of advice for Iris:
● Tell people what’s on your heart as soon as you know it.
● Keep your head and heart full of gratitude.
● Run after the life you’re meant to live—never be afraid you’re not good enough to
live it.
Do you agree with this advice? If so, how can you go forward with it?
_______________________________________________________________________

Tidbits
The Hogmanay party Iris is referring to at the beginning of the chapter, in which she’s “watching
people slinging flaming balls around,” is the annual Stonehaven Fireball Ceremony. Thousands
of people flock to the little town of Stonehaven on New Year’s Eve to watch 40-50 members of
the community, each with a home-built wire cage filled with flaming material, swinging them
from the end of a wire while parading with bagpipers up and down the high street. The parade
begins at the stroke of midnight, culminating in flinging the fireballs into the sea and setting off
fireworks. The Jacobs family goes to watch every year without fail!
Holland and Sons of London, who recruited Angus when word of his talent began to spread, was
actually a real firm that supplied the royal family with furnishings during Victoria and Albert’s
reign.
The 1841 gold Victoria head sovereign that Angus left for Iris was incredibly rare, and worth
somewhere close to $20,000.

